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Introduction
Talking about families is different in English. For one thing, people do not usually 
ask, “How many people are there in your family?” or say, “There are… people in 
my family.” This is because it is difficult to know who to include and who not to 
include. People also do not say, “I have a mother” or “I have a father,” because that 
is true for most people. 

The most common ways to talk about your family are to say how many siblings 
(brothers and sisters) you have, or to say who you live with. Read the examples 
below, and then write a simple introduction of your family.  

(Some people do not like to talk about their family, so choose what information you 
want to give. You do not have to say anything that makes you feel uncomfortable.) 

I live with my mother, my father, and my two younger brothers. They are 

both in high school.  

I live with my mother and my grandparents.  
 

I have two older brothers and one older sister. My grandmother also lives

with us, and we have two dogs. 

My Family 

Now practice asking and answering with your classmates, “Tell me about your 
family.” 

Translate the questions below into Japanese. Check your answers with your partner 
when you have finished. 

1. Tell me about your family.

2. Do you have any brothers or sisters?

3. What are their names?

4. Are they older or younger than you?

5. How old are they?

6. What do they do?

7. Do you get along with your brother(s) / sister(s)?

8. Do they live with you?

9. What do your parents do?

10. Do you have any pets?

 Listen and repeat the questions.

Work with a partner. A closes their book, and B reads out the Japanese translations 
of the questions in random order. A has to say each question in English. Change 
roles when A can say all of the questions perfectly.
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Questions

For one brother or sister, ask, “What does your brother /
sister do?” “What is his / her name?” and “How old is he / she?” 
For more than one, ask, “What do your brothers / sisters do?” 
“What are their names?”and “How old are they?”

Tell me about your family.
Unit 6
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Read the example answers below so that you will know how to answer each of the 
questions. Make sure you understand the points.

CT Tell me about your family.

CD I live with my parents and my grandparents.

CT Do you have any brothers or sisters?

CC Yes, one brother and one sister. 
 

CT What are their names?

CD Kenji and Taro. 

CT Are they older or younger than you?

CC One is older and one is younger.

CT How old are they?

CD Kenji is 23, and Taro is 17.

CT What do they do?

CC Taro is in high school, and Kenji works for a printing company.

CT Do you get along with your brother?

CD We used to fight when we were younger, but we get along okay now.

CT Does your brother live with you?

CC No, he lives in Tokyo with his wife.

CT What do your parents do?

CD My father works in a bank, and my mother works part-time in a supermarket. 
 
 

CT Do you have any pets?

CC I have two dogs. Their names are Taro and Jiro.

Complete the questions so that they apply to you, and then write your own 
answers. Ignore questions that you would not be asked. If you have no brothers or 
sisters, you do not need to write answers for 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8.

1. Tell me about your family. (You can use the introduction you wrote on the 
previous page.)

 

2. Do you have any brothers or sisters?

3. What                                     name(s)?

4.                                     older or younger than you?

5. How old                                     ?

6. What                                     do?

7. Do you get along with your                                     ?

8. Do(es) _____________________ live with you?

9. What do your parents do?

10. Do you have any pets?

When you have finished, raise your hand and ask the teacher, “Please check my 
answers” if you are not sure about any of them.

Now work with a partner. Ask and answer the questions. Practice until you can 
answer all of the questions without looking at your book. 

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

Example Answers My Answers

Twins can say, “I have a twin brother / sister.” If you have no 
siblings, say, “No. I’m an only child.”

You can also say, “My father works for a… company” or “My 
mother is a….” If you want to say shufu, say “is a homemaker.”

If you have pets, don’t just say “Yes.” Say what type of pets 
you have, what kind they are, and what they are called. 
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Work with a partner. Silently read each conversation and the points that follow. 
When you have both finished, discuss the meaning to make sure you understand. 
Practice acting the conversations out if you finish before your classmates.

 Conversation 1

CD Tell me about your family.

CC I live with my mother, my grandmother, and my two brothers.

CD Are your brothers older or younger than you?

CC Both older. Ken is 24, and Shota is 27. 
 
 
 
 

 Conversation 2

CD Do you have any brothers or sisters?

CC Yes, I have one younger sister.

CD What’s her name?

CC Emi.

CD How old is she?

CC She’s 14. 
 
 
 
 

 Conversation 3

CC Do you have any brothers or sisters?

CD Yes, I have a brother and a sister.

CC Do you get along with them?

CD We used to fight when we were younger, but we get along okay now.

CC What do they do?

CD Naoki is in junior high school, and Airi is in high school. 
 
 
 
 

 Conversation 4

CC What do your brothers do?

CD Yusuke is a student at Northern University, and Naoya works near here.

CC What does he do?

CD I’m not really sure, but he works for an advertising company.

CC Do they both live with you? 

CD Naoya does, but Yusuke lives by himself near his university. 

 Conversation 5

CD What do your parents do?

CC My mother is a teacher, and my father works for the city police.

CD The police? That’s an interesting job!

CC Yes, but he’s not a police officer. He works in the office.  
 

 Conversation 6

CC Do you have any pets?

CD Yes, I have a dog called Ponta and a cat called Chika.

CC What kind of dog is Ponta?

CD He’s a mix. 

CC Does he live in the house?

CD Yes, he's like a member of our family. 

 Conversation 7

CD Do you have any pets?

CC I used to have a dog, but he died. 

CD I’m sorry to hear that. What kind of dog was he?

CC He was a golden retriever.  
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Example Conversations

If you have more than one brother or sister, name them when 
you give their ages to avoid having to say “the oldest,” “the 
next oldest,” etc.

Make sure that you know how to say what your brothers 
and sisters do. If you are not sure, at least say what kind of 
company they work for. 

Remember that you can show interest by repeating the last 
part of what the other person said. Add a comment if the 
other person says something interesting or surprising.

You could give all this information as a reply to the first 
question by saying, “I have a younger sister. Her name’s Emi, 
and she’s 14.” Aim to get a good balance between long and 
short answers.

You can also say, “Yes, we get along really well. We often play 
baseball / go shopping / hang out together.”
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The conversation below has been scrambled. Write it out again in the correct order 
in the boxes below. More than one solution may be possible.

CT What are their names?

CD Yutaro works for an advertising company, and Kosuke is a teacher.

CD Kosuke lives with us, but Yutaro moved to Osaka last year. 

CT Do you have any brothers or sisters?

CT What do they do?

CT Do they live with you? 

CD I have two older brothers.

CD Yutaro and Kosuke. Yutaro is 24, and Kosuke is 27.

CT   

CD   

CT   

CD   

CT   

CD   

CT   

CD   

 Listen and check your answers. Ask your teacher if you have a different solution.

Write two conversations between you and your teacher on the topic of “family.” 
Make the second one different from the first by asking different questions, changing 
the order, or answering in a different way. 

Pattern 1

CT  Tell me about your family.

Me:  

CT   

Me: 

CT  

Me: 

CT  

Me:  

Pattern 2

CT  Do you have any brothers or sisters?

Me:  

CT   

Me: 

CT  

Me: 

CT  

Me:  

Work with your partner. Role-play each other’s conversations. Take turns being the 
teacher. Try to make the conversations sound as natural as possible. Practice until 
you can do both conversations without looking at your book.

79

Scrambled Conversation My Conversations
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The intonation of “or” questions
Questions that ask the listener to choose between two options use rising intonation 
on the first choice and falling intonation on the second. When you hear intonation 
like this, remember that you cannot answer with “Yes” or “No.”

 Listen to the different pronunciations of “brothers or sisters” in this conversation:

Do you have any brothers or sisters?

Yes, I do.
       ➚        ➘

Brothers or sisters?

One older brother and one younger sister.

 Practice saying these sentences.

Are they older or younger?

Are you from Japan or Korea?

Would you like coffee or tea?

Listening
Listen to the conversations, and write the information given by each speaker. Check 
your answers with a partner.

Conversation 1 Conversation 2 Conversation 3

Parents:

Brothers & sisters: 

Pets:

Other family 
(if mentioned):

If you are confident that you know the questions and answers from this unit, find 
a partner and have a longer conversation using all the questions and answers you 
have learned so far. Use the flowchart below to help you remember the topics.

Name

Spelling?

Nickname?

Last name?

First name?

Hometown

What like?

Family?

Live now?

Originally?

Occupation

Job?

Commute?

Major / year?

University?

High school

Best memory?

School trip?

Club?

Favorites?

Family

Pets?

Occupations?

Names / ages?

Siblings?

80

81
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No matter how good your English vocabulary becomes, there will always be words 
you do not know or cannot remember. When this happens, it is important to be 
able to explain in another way so that the other person can understand what 
you want to say. Read the ideas and hints below and write the Japanese words. 
Compare your answers with a partner when you have finished. 

1. Simplify it.

2. Describe it.

3. Say what it's for.

4. Say what it's like.

5. Say what it's not.

There are other techniques you can use, but the most important thing is to keep 
talking. If you say something, the other person will try to understand what you 
mean. If you stop talking, however, they will not even be able to make a guess. 

Remember that if you have no idea at all, you can say, “I'm sorry, but I don't know 
how to say it in English.” If you can, however, it is much better to try to explain. 

Practice
Work with a partner. Decide how you would explain these words if you did not 
know them. (If there are any you do not know, check the meaning in a dictionary.)

pond 

jungle 

windshield wiper 

air conditioner 

library 

calculator 

abacus 

Think of some words and hints and write them in the table below. When you have 
finished, try to explain the words to your partner using only the hints. Your partner 
can guess by saying either the English word or the Japanese translation if they do 
not know the English. If you finish before your classmates, do the exercise again 
with a different partner.  

Ways of Explaining
Activity 6

Words Hints

Ex.    barbecue use it to cook meat, we do it in summer by the river

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

A doctor for teeth

A black and white bird that can't fly 

A machine for cooking rice 

Like a bird, flies at night, vampires…

Not rain, not snow, balls of ice… 
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Read the following text. Underline anything you do not understand. When you 
have finished, ask your partner if they understand the parts that you underlined. If 
neither of you understands, ask another classmate or ask the teacher.

Non-Verbal Communication

When you speak English, there is something that is much more important than 
your grammar, your vocabulary, or even your pronunciation. This thing is so 
important that if you get it right, you will be able to communicate with almost 
anyone. If you get it wrong, however, no one will talk to you.

We are talking, of course, about body language. Body language is also called 
“non-verbal communication,” or “NVC.” NVC includes body position, hand 
gestures, facial expressions, and eye movements. Your body language will 
affect how easy it is for people to communicate with you, and for you to 
communicate with them.

One of the most important types of NVC is facial expression. When you speak 
English, you may feel tense and nervous, and it is easy to let these feelings 
show on your face. If you remember to smile, however, the person you are 
talking to will be much more willing to communicate with you. It is easy to 
talk to a smiling, friendly person even if their English is not perfect.

Another very important type of NVC is eye contact. In English-speaking 
cultures, you will make people feel very uncomfortable if you do not look at 
them when you have a conversation. Of course, it is not good to stare directly 
into someone’s eyes, so imagine a triangle made by the person’s nose and 
shoulders, and look somewhere in that area. 

Gestures are another very important kind of NVC. If you go to a country 
where you do not speak the language, gestures may be the only way you can 
communicate. If you find yourself in this situation, you may be surprised at 
how much you can communicate without using any language at all. If you 
cannot think of the right word, try to say what you want to say in another way, 
or use gestures to help get your meaning across. And keep smiling!

Many learners forget about NVC when they are having a conversation. That 
is why it is so important to practice even after you have memorized all the 
questions and answers perfectly. When you are confident that you know what 
to say, you will be able to think about things like making your conversation 
sound natural, improving your pronunciation, and using appropriate NVC. 
These are the real skills of English conversation.

 
It is possible to communicate even quite complicated ideas using only gestures. 
Work with a partner. What gestures could you use to explain the following 
sentences? Remember that you must not say any words.

Think of some more situations and try to explain them using gestures. Take 
turns with your partner. 

Now choose one of the conversations you wrote on page 75. Practice it with 
a partner. Pay particular attention to your NVC. Make sure you are sitting or 
standing naturally, smile, and establish and maintain appropriate eye contact. 
Ask your partner to give you feedback after you finish. 

Reading 6

Activity

Where is the restroom?

I’ve lost my wallet!

I’m cold. Is it okay if I close the window?




