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Level 2 - 4  The Agricultural Revolution  

Comprehension Questions

Key1. (d)  2. (d)  3. (c)  4. (c)  5. (b)  6. (d)  7. (b)  8. (d)  9. (c)  10. (c)

1.  How did we first get our food?
 (a)  Cooking
  (b)  Stealing
  (c)  Farming
  (d)  Hunting and gathering

2.  Why was hunting and 
gathering a problem?

 (a)  It was hard work.
  (b)  It depended on luck.
  (c)  It depended on the weather.
  (d)  All of the above.

3.  After we made farms, we could 
live…

 (a)  with animals.
  (b)  in homes.
  (c)   in societies and 

communities.
  (d)  in cities.

4.  We got … as we learned how to 
farm and grow more foods.

 (a)   special
  (b)  poorer
  (c)  healthier
  (d)  weaker 

5.  What led to the Industrial 
Revolution? 

 (a)  People farming together
  (b)   People moving to towns and 

cities
  (c)  People hunting for food
  (d)  People living longer

6.  During the Agricultural 
Revolution…

 (a)  no machines were used.
  (b)  farms got smaller.
  (c)  potatoes did not grow.
  (d)  farms got larger.

7.  The Industrial Revolution made 
machines do the work of…

 (a)  factories.
  (b)  people.
  (c)  rivers.
  (d)  crops.

8.  …changed the countryside in 
England.

 (a)  Forests
  (b)  The climate
  (c)  Food
  (d)  Stone walls

9.  Farmers used too many … and 
poisoned the rivers.

 (a)   farms
  (b)  yields
  (c)  chemicals
  (d)  farmers

10.  What do many scientists say 
about GMOs? 

 (a)  They are good for hunters.
  (b)  They are fertilizers.
  (c)  They harm people.
  (d)  They are organic.
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Glossary

	 agriculture  the work of growing plants and taking care of   
  animals that are used for food

	 crop  a plant such as corn that is grown in large amounts

	 effectively  in a way that uses little effort or resources

	 fertilizer  something you put on land to help plants grow

	 gather  to collect or put together in one place

	 GMO  genetically modified organism: a plant or animal whose  
  genes have been scientifically changed

	 hunter  a person who looks for wild animals to kill and eat 

	 nutrient  any substance that helps living things grow

	 nutrition  the substances our bodies need to live that we get from  
  eating food

	 organically  in a natural way; without chemicals

	 pesticide  a chemical used to kill insects

	 poison  to kill things with chemicals

	 season  a time of year such as summer or winter

	 soil  the earth that plants grow in

	 spray  to put a mist of liquid on something 

	 wheat  a cereal crop we grow to make flour

18 19

As societies grew, people ate better 

and got healthier. People lived 

longer. We could now grow many 

different kinds of foods and eat a 

wider variety of things.

The problem was that this was also hard work, and we 

could only grow food for ourselves.

A Maasai woman feeding her cows

A healthy meal, China

Baskets of spices

8

Over time, rich farmers bought out small, family-run 

farms. They made the small farms into very large farms 

so they could grow food more effectively. This meant 

they needed fewer people to grow their food.

Large Farms

A large wheat farm, Australia

A tobacco farm, USA A sheep farm, UK

8 9

LEVEL 2

1   Space Exploration 2   The Spanish Conquest 
of the Americas 

3   Cleopatra 4   The French 
Revolution

5   Benjamin 
Franklin

6   Galileo Galilei 7   The Battle of 
Salamis

8   Tea and Wars 9   Christopher 
Columbus 

10  The Trojan War

Level 3 - 4  The French Revolution

Comprehension Questions

1.  Who was Louis XVI?
 (a)  The queen of France
  (b)  The king of France
  (c)  A lawyer
  (d)  An ordinary person

2.  A revolution is a time when 
people want to change…

 (a)  their jobs.
  (b)  where they live.
  (c) their government.
  (d) the food they eat.

3.  A monarchy is a government…
 (a)   with unhappy people.
  (b)  the people don’t like.
  (c)  with lots of poor people.
  (d)  with a king or queen.

4.  Why was France in trouble 
before the Revolution?

 (a)    France owed a lot of money 
to other countries.

  (b)   Other countries didn’t like 
King Louis XVI.

  (c)  People were tired.
  (d)  All of the above

5.  What happens in a democracy?
 (a)   People are ruled by a king.
  (b)  People march on the streets.
  (c)   People vote for their leaders.
  (d)   People fight their 

government.

6.  What happened when the 
women marched to Versailles?

 (a)   They walked a long way.
  (b)  They shouted at the queen.
  (c)  The monarchy was finished.
  (d)  All of the above

7.  The guillotine killed…
 (a)  people slowly.
  (b)  many people at once.
  (c)   soldiers.
  (d)  people quickly.

8.  Why did the French Revolution 
end?

 (a)   People got tired of the fighting.
  (b)  Democracy doesn’t work.
  (c)  The king returned.
  (d)   People wanted the monarchy.

9.  The French Revolution...
 (a)   gave us our calendar.
  (b)   spread the ideas of 

democracy and equality.
  (c)  lasted for 100 years.
  (d)  taught us that all leaders are 

the same.

10.  The French Revolution…
 (a)  has never been forgotten.
  (b)  is  known by people all over 

the world.  
 (c)   is one of the world’s most 

important events.
  (d)  All of the above

Key1. (b)  2. (c)  3. (d)  4. (a)  5. (c)  6. (d)  7. (d)  8. (a)  9. (b)  10. (d)
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Glossary

	 democracy   a political system in which ordinary people choose  
  their government by voting

	 equality   the act of treating all people the same way

	 error   a mistake

	 execute   to kill someone as a legal punishment

	 fraternity   the act of showing friendship or support

	 guillotine    a device used for cutting off people’s heads

	 human rights   the basic rights that every person should have,  
  such as justice and freedom to say what you think

	 lawyer   a person whose job is to explain the law to people and  
  give advice

	 liberty   the freedom to live, work, and travel as you want to

	 march   to walk together in a large group to show agreement or  
  disagreement 

	 monarchy    a country ruled by a king or queen 

	 ordinary   normal or usual

	 parliament   a group of people elected to lead a country

	 revolution   a change in the way a country is run, often using  
  violence

	 riot   to angrily complain in the street in large groups

	 vote   to elect someone by secretly choosing them on a piece of  
  paper or by putting your hand up
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The Women’s March to Versailles

The women of Paris were unhappy because their families 

were hungry. Many of them, along with some men, marched 

to Versailles. They shouted against the monarchy, walking 

through the rain and shouting, “Bread! Bread!” They carried 

sticks and guns. They marched for nearly 20 km.

The people were very angry with the queen. There was a 

rumor that has become famous. When someone said the 

people didn’t have bread, Marie Antoinette said, “Let them 

eat cake!” She did not understand that the people were 

hungry.

Attack on the Palais des 
Tuileries, August 1792

Women march 
to Versailles

12

Marie Antoinette came out to speak to the crowd. The 

people screamed at her and pointed their weapons at her.

Then the king came out to talk to the 

people. He said that he would give 

them all the bread in Versailles. He 

also said that he and the queen would 

come back to Paris.

The next day, the king and the queen 

were arrested. They became prisoners 

of the new parliament. 

The view from 
inside Versailles

King Louis XVI was arrested.
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LEVEL 3

1   Calendars and the 
History of Time 

2    Searching for El 
Dorado

3   The Tower of 
Babel

4   The Pilgrim 
Fathers

5   Traveling on the 
Silk Road

6   The Invention  
of Writing

7    The Making of  
a United Europe

8    The Magic of 
Numbers

9   The Persian 
Empire

10  The Great Wall 
of China

Level 1 - 3  The Tower of Babel

Comprehension Questions

Key1. (c)  2. (b)  3. (d)  4. (d)  5. (c)  6. (a)  7. (d)  8. (b)  9. (a)  10. (a)

1.  There are … languages in the 
world.

 (a) only a few
   (b)  hundreds of
   (c)  thousands of
   (d)  millions of

2.  French and Italian are both ... 
languages.

 (a)  English
   (b)  Latin
   (c)  German
   (d)  Babel’s

3.  We say German and English 
are…

 (a)  relations.
   (b)  relative.
   (c)  relatively.
   (d)  related.

4.  In the Great Flood, what 
covered the earth?

 (a)   People
   (b)  Noah
   (c)  Language
   (d)  Water

5.  The people on Noah’s Ark…
 (a)   were wet.
   (b)  were hungry.
   (c)  spoke one language.
   (d)  made mud.

6.  In one version, Nimrod told the 
people to…

 (a)  build a tower.
   (b)  take Noah’s Ark.
   (c)  stop the flood.
   (d)  go to heaven.

7.  They made the tower…
 (a)  with bricks.
   (b)  together.
   (c)  taller and taller.
   (d)  All of these.

8.  God…
 (a)   told the people to build 

faster.
   (b)   gave them all different 

languages.
   (c)  sent a second flood.
   (d)  All of the above

9.  Many people say this story is 
… 

 (a)  not true.
   (b)  funny.
   (c)  full of evidence.
   (d)  sad.

10.  Many scientists believe that 
our languages…

 (a)  have always been mixed.
   (b)  are dying.
   (c)  are modern.
   (d)  are creative.
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Glossary

	 ancient  very old

	 brick  a hard block of mud used for building

	 confused  not knowing why, or how, something happened

	 enable  to allow us to do something

	 evidence  facts that are true about something

	 flood  a large amount of water covering an area of land

	 historian  a person who studies history

	 modern  concerning this time period; nowadays

	 mud  wet earth or soil

	 related  to be connected in some way

	 researcher  a scientist who studies things carefully

	 technique  a method or way to do something

	 tower  a very tall, thin building

	 version  a different way to tell something e.g. a story
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Some of Noah’s children’s children went east to a 

land called Shinar, sometimes said to be Babylon, in 

modern-day Iraq.

Some years later, these people 

decided to build a tower “tall 

enough to reach heaven.” 

They wanted to be one 

people, close to God.

The historic city of Babylon

Tower of Babel (Babylon), a famous 
painting by Pieter Brueghel the 

Elder created in 1563

8

They spent a long time building 

the tall tower. Thousands of people 

worked long and hard every day.

They made the bricks with mud from 

the earth and dried them in the hot sun. 

The Building Begins

Mixing mud to 
make bricks

Clay bricks drying in 
the sun

Women making mud bricks in India

8 9

LEVEL 1

1   World War I 2   Communication 
Technology

3   The First 
Democracies

4   The Cold War 5   Global Trade 
and Peace 

6   Greek Culture 7   Napoleon 8   The History of 
Transportation

9   Capitalism: 
Good or Evil?

10  China’s First Empire: 
The Qin Dynasty

Level 6 - 10 China’s First Empire: The Qin 

Dynasty 

Comprehension Questions

1.  Most people never knew where 
Qin Shi Huang was because ... 

 (a)   He was watching workers 
build the Great Wall.

  (b)   He had many palaces, and 
each palace was always busy.

  (c)   Historians wrote lies about 
him.

  (d)   He was hiding in a cart full of 
dried fish.

2.  Qin Shi Huang wanted … to 
become Emperor after he died.

 (a) Li Si
  (b)  Huhai
  (c)  Fusu
  (d)  Zhao Gao

3.  Why did Qin Shi Huang become 
angry with Fusu?

 (a)   Fusu asked him not to kill 
some scholars.

  (b)  Fusu committed many crimes.
  (c)   Fusu went to watch workers 

building the Great Wall.
  (d)   Fusu sent many women to die 

in the Emperor’s tomb.

4.  Who went to watch workers build 
the Great Wall?

 (a)   Li Si
  (b)  Scholars
  (c)  Fusu
  (d)  Qin Shi Huang

5.  How did Qin Shi Huang die?
 (a)   He became ill.
  (b)  Ziying killed him.

  (c)  Zhao Gao killed him.
  (d)   He went into the Emperor’s 

tomb without food or water.

6.  Huhai later became …
 (a)   Qin Ershi.
  (b)  Qin Shi Huang.
  (c)  Zhao Gao.
  (d)  Fusu.

7.  What did Zhao Gao do with a 
cart full of dried fish?

 (a)   He gave it to Huhai.
  (b)  He hid the Emperor in it.
  (c)   He gave it to the workers in 

the Emperor’s tomb.
  (d)   He hid the smell of the 

Emperor’s dead body.

8.  Zhao Gao killed …
 (a)  Li Si.
  (b)  Qin Ershi.
  (c)  Ziying.
  (d)  himself.

9.  Who destroyed Xianyang?
 (a)   Han Fei
  (b)  Xiang Yu
  (c)  Li Si
  (d)  Zhao Gao

10.  Who was Emperor for the 
shortest time?

 (a)  Fusu
  (b)  Qin Shi Huang
  (c)  Qin Ershi
  (d)  Ziying

Key1. (b)  2. (c)  3. (a)  4. (c)  5. (a)  6. (a)  7. (d)  8. (b)  9. (b)  10. (d)

18 19

Glossary

	 dynasty a period in history when many kings and Emperors  
  ruled a country

	 fabulous  amazing and incredible

	 fake  not real; made up

	 invade  to attack a country to take its land

	 mercury  a poisonous silver liquid metal

	 rebellion  an uprising or revolt against a leader

	 scholar  a learner person; a teacher

	 servant  a person paid to take care of someone

	 statue  a figure made into a shape by an artist

	 terra-cotta warrior a statue of an ancient Chinese soldier made  
  of terra-cotta clay

	 tomb  a place or building to keep a dead person

	 wagon  a cart pulled by horses that carries people

	 watchtower a building made to watch for people trying to   
  invade

18 19

The Army of Terra-cotta Warriors

In 1974, people found very 

important things near the first 

emperor’s tomb: the famous terra-

cotta army. Farmers digging a 

well found pieces of old statues of 

soldiers. 

Today 2 million people visit the 

Army of Terra-cotta Warriors every 

year. Along with statues of horses, birds, musicians, and 

army equipment, about 8,000 of these soldier statues were 

found buried around Emperor Shi Huang’s tomb.

The famous Terra-cotta Army

One of the 8,000 soldiers 
of the Terra-cotta Army

16

When we think about history, we must 

remember that history is made by people, 

and no person is all good, or all bad. We 

must also remember that people will do 

terrible things to get power and to keep 

power.

When we enjoy visits to the Great Wall 

of China and the Army of Terra-cotta Warriors, we should 

remember the death and suffering that made these great 

cultural treasures. And when we read about emperors who 

burned books and killed more people than we 

can count, we should also remember that they 

made the great Chinese empire and many of 

its treasures.

Good People and Bad People in History 

The Great Wall

A terra-cotta soldier 
and his horse
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LEVEL 6

1   The Story of the 
Renaissance 

2   The Great 
Plague

3   The Mughal 
Empire

4   Popes and Kings in 
the Middle Ages

5   Tutankhamun

6   The Story of the 
Reformation

7   The Medical 
Revolution 

8   Decisive Battles 
of World War II

9   China: The New 
Superpower

10  The Great 
Depression

Level 5 - 8  Decisive Battles of World War II  

Comprehension Questions

1.  Which political party took 
power in Germany before 
World War II?

 (a)   The Stalin party
  (b)  The Nazi party
   (c)  The Hitler party
   (d)  The Allies

2.  The Battle of Britain was fought 
mainly with...

 (a)  planes.
   (b)  ships.
   (c)  cars.
   (d)  tanks.

3.  Which is true?
 (a)   The Spitfire had better guns 

than the Bf-109.
   (b)   The Germans flew Spitfires 

and Bf-109s. 
   (c)  British planes had radar.
   (d)   The Hurricane was the best 

fighter plane.

4. Stalingrad was named after...
 (a)   a Russian priest.
   (b)  the leader of Russia.
   (c)  a soldier who died in war.
   (d)  a type of car. 

5.  Why did the Japanese attack 
Pearl Harbor?

 (a)   To defeat the Germans.
   (b)   To take China’s resources.
   (c)   To show their strength and 

power.
   (d)   To destroy America’s 

aircraft carriers and ships.

6.  In the Battle of Midway, the 
Americans surprised...

 (a)   the Germans.
   (b)  the French.
   (c)   the British.
   (d)   the Japanese.

7.  The D-Day landings occured...
 (a)  in Germany.
   (b)  in Russia.
   (c)  in Italy.
   (d)  in France.

8.  After World War II, which 
country was the strongest?

 (a)   Japan
   (b)  China
   (c)  The United States
   (d)  Germany 

9.  Which power did NOT control 
part of Germany after World 
War II?

 (a)  The United States
   (b)  Japan
   (c)   France
   (d)   The Soviet Union

10.  When did World War II 
officially end?

 (a)   February 3, 1914
   (b)  November 30, 2005
   (c)  May 8, 1945
   (d)  July 12, 1990

Key1. (b)  2. (a)  3. (c)  4. (b)  5. (d)  6. (d)  7. (d)  8. (c)  9. (b)  10. (c)
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Glossary

	 Allies   the nations that fought together against Germany in   
  World War II

	 (be in) ruins   (of a building or city) to be badly damaged so that  
  most of it has fallen down

	 decisive   showing a clear result

	 disapprove   to think that something or someone is bad, wrong,  
  etc.

	 dominate   to be the largest, most important, or most noticeable  
  part of something

	 duel    a difficult fight in which both sides show a lot of effort

	 fleet    a group of ships that is commanded by a military leader

	 invade   to enter a country by force for the purpose of taking  
  control

	 massive   being very large in degree or amount

	 National Socialist (Nazi)   a member of the political party lead  
  by Adolf Hitler, which controlled Germany from 1933 to 1945 

	 surrender   to stop fighting and admit defeat

	 torpedo   a long, thin bomb that travels underwater in order to  
  destroy ships

18 19

The Japanese went to war with China in 1937. 

They wanted greater control of imports, exports, 

and important resources such as 

coal and oil. However, the United 

States disapproved of Japan’s war 

with China. 

The Japanese were worried that the 

United States would attack them. Japan knew 

that having a powerful navy was essential to 

winning the war because the Pacific region is 

dominated by ocean. So they attacked the US ships at Pearl 

Harbor. The Japanese believed that this would protect them 

from the US Navy for some time.

Attack on Pearl Harbor

American 
World War II 

poster

US poster in 
support of 

China during 
World War II

A computer 
generated image of 
a Japanese aircraft 
carrier and fighter 

planes

10

Early in the morning on December 7, 

1941, Japanese planes surprised the 

Americans. Bombs fell on the ships. 

Soon ships burned and smoke filled the 

air. More than 2,000 people were killed, 

and 19 ships were destroyed or damaged. The next day, 

America declared war on Japan.

The Japanese made an error. Most of 

the US aircraft carriers that could 

carry fighter planes and bombers 

were not in Pearl Harbor during 

the attack. So the US joined the war 

with its most important ships still 

able to fight.

Three US ships on 
fire at Pearl Harbor

Japanese crew wave to 
planes about to 

attack Pearl Harbor

The USS Arizona on fire
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LEVEL 5

1   Alexander the Great 2   Leonardo da 
Vinci

3   The Neo-Babylonian 
Empire

4   The Birth of the United 
States of America

5   Life and Death 
in Ancient Egypt 

6   Life in the 
Roman Army

7   The Great Plane 
Race

8   Genghis Khan 9   Korea: A Land 
Divided by War

10  The Crusades

Level 4 - 2  Leonardo da Vinci  

Comprehension Questions

1.  Leonardo was born…
 (a) in Italy.
  (b)  in a small town.
  (c)  near Vinci.
  (d)  All of these

2.  Leonardo’s talent was first 
shown when he was…

 (a)  very young.
  (b)  middle aged.
  (c)  quite old.
  (d)  very old.

3.  Verrocchio was…
 (a)  a banker.
  (b)  Leonardo’s father.
  (c)  Leonardo’s teacher.
  (d)  a king.

4.  Leonardo invented the…
 (a)   parachute.
  (b)  helicopter.
  (c)  tank.
  (d)  All of these

5.  Leonardo wrote his ideas…
 (a)  in letters to friends.
  (b)  in his notebooks.
  (c)   in pencil under his 

paintings.
  (d)  All of these

6.  Leonardo also designed...
 (a)  weapons.
  (b)  robots.
  (c)  scissors.
  (d)  All of these

7.  What helped make Leonardo’s 
paintings real?

 (a)  Good paint
  (b)   His understanding of the 

human body
  (c)  His brushes
  (d)  His robots

8.  The Mona Lisa is a painting of…
 (a)  himself.
  (b)  the wife of his friend.
  (c)  his mother.
  (d)  We aren’t sure.

9.  Leonardo…
 (a)   made some mistakes.
  (b)   did not finish some 

paintings.
  (c)  was a “Renaissance Man”.
  (d)  All of these

10.  What was one of the last things 
he made?

 (a)  A painting of King Francis I
  (b)  An air conditioner 
  (c)  A mechanical lion
  (d)  A submarine

Key1. (d)  2. (a)  3. (c)  4. (d)  5. (b)  6. (d)  7. (b)  8. (d)  9. (d)  10. (c)
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Glossary

	 apprenticeship   a time when you learn your skill or trade from a  
  skilled teacher

	 architect   someone who designs buildings

	 backwards   in the opposite way to what is usual

	 bouquet   a bunch of flowers tied together in a group

	 engineer   someone who designs machines, bridges, devices, etc.

	 fascinated   very interested 

	 helicopter   a plane that uses quick-turning blades on top to fly

	 incredible   very good; high in level

	 lifelike   used to describe something that looks very real

	 monastery   a building where men live as a religious group

	 parachute   a large piece of cloth attached to your body with  
  strings that helps you fall slowly from a high place

	 robot   a machine that behaves, moves, and sometimes looks like  
  a human

	 sculpture   a figure made from stone or metal by an artist

	 submarine   a boat that travels underwater

	 unfinished   not yet completed or finished

18 19

Leonardo’s Apprenticeship

At the age of fourteen, Leonardo 

moved to Florence. He began an 

apprenticeship with one of the most 

successful artists around, Verrocchio.  

There Leonardo learned to paint 

pictures, make sculptures, and even 

design buildings. 

One story is that while Leonardo and 

his teacher were working on a painting 

together, The Baptism of Christ, Verrocchio 

saw that Leonardo’s skill was better than 

his own. They say that Verrocchio put 

down his brush and 

never painted 

again. This is 

probably an 

exaggeration. 

The Baptism of Christ

Leonardo’s sculpture 
Horse in Bronze

A statue of 
Leonardo

6 7

Desire for Flight

Leonardo was fascinated with 

flying. He watched the way birds 

flew through the air and studied 

how their wings moved. Leonardo 

was convinced that with a little 

help, humans could fly, too! 

His first designs for flying machines 

had moving wings, just like birds. He 

then began drawing “fixed-wing” 

machines similar to the airplanes 

that we see today. One of his 

drawings even looked like a modern-day helicopter 

with a blade at the top. 

It is amazing to think that he had these 

ideas 400 years before the first 

airplane was built.

An artist’s 
impression of a 
flying machine

Leonardo’s designs for wings 
and flying machines
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